
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Innovation and Problem solving in Animal Husbandry 
 

Minor code VAH337VE 
Education cycle 1st cycle (bachelor) 

Mode of delivery On-campus 
Study programme Animal Husbandry 
Part of study year Year 2 or 3 

Location Velp 
Semester  Spring semester, terms 3 and 4 

Number of credits (ECTS) 30 
Language of instruction English 

Target group Students following a course in agriculture, agribusiness, animal husbandry or veterinary sciences, 
having some practical experience in animal husbandry. 

Minor co-ordinator and 
contact person 

Ben Rankenberg, ben.rankenberg@hvhl.nl  

Entry requirements and 
prerequisites 

At least 2 years Bachelor education in Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, Agribusiness or Veterinary 
Science. 

Application procedure View Exchange possibilities 
Major study units  Term of 

teaching 
Study unit 
code 

Name of the study unit ECTS 

Term 3 VAH231VE1 Innovation 7 
Term 3 VAH232VE Farm Risk Analysis 7 
Term 4 VAH241VE1 Entrepreneurship 7 
Term 4 VAH242VE Product and Quality 7  
Terms 3 and 4 VAH351VE Professional Orientation 2  

 

Content  
 

Dutch livestock farming provides millions of people with daily food such as meat, milk and eggs. 
Small farms, large farms, modernized, in collaboration with other sectors and often looking for 
different approaches and products. Innovation and problem solving to continue the success is 
necessary. How do we respond to customer demand for, for example, healthy and sustainable 
products? These are issues that you will work on in this minor. 
 
You will analyse the production system in a Dutch livestock farm in order to give advice and come 
up with a workable innovation. Part of the minor is also developing a business plan for a small 
company related to your innovation. 
 
This means that you must have knowledge of nutrition, health, housing and welfare of the 
animals. You will learn about farm management in relation to demand. And you will learn basic 
skills such as problem solving, innovation development, external communication, presenting, 
project management and teamwork.  
 

Competences 
 

The minor is working on the following competences for Animal Husbandry specialists (level 2 
Bachelor program): 

 To develop a business plan 
 To translate and to apply governmental policies and legislation into practice 
 Preparation and implementation of applied research 
 To develop and market products and services 
 To analyse and to optimize the management of an animal husbandry business 



 

 To acquire clients and to give advice 
 To lead projects, processes and people 
 To develop and apply a quality (assurance) system 
 To show professional behaviour and reflection on own performance 
 To conduct social responsible and sustainable entrepreneurship  
 Interactive inform specific target groups 
 Overseeing the international animal husbandry sector 

Learning goals 
 

You will learn: 
 To make an analysis of the production system of a Dutch animal husbandry farm based 

on identification of risk factors. 
 To develop specific unique new innovation, by going through the innovation cycle. 
 To analyse product and quality management in Dutch animal husbandry farms. 
 To develop a business plan for a small company related you your innovation. 

Added value You will learn how to improve and innovate animal husbandry practices. You will acquire basic 
skills about doing business, and, after studying and analysing, give advice to support farm 
management in real live case situation. You will write and submit a real business plan for your 
own innovative company within the livestock sector. 

Mandatory literature Cow Signals or Poultry Signals or Pig Signals booklets  
Teaching methods and 

student workload  
 Class room taught courses   
 Real life case project assignments 
 Self-study 

30 ECTS corresponding with 30*28 hours work load = 840 hours 
Assessment 

  
Written tests, case reports, case outcome presentations and consultation meetings. 

Evaluation scale 
 

Grades per study unit: 1,0 - 10,0 (pass grade 5,5) 
View ECTS credits and grading 

  


